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A Prayer for Children 
by Marian Wright Edelman

We pray for children 

Who sneak popsicles before supper, 

Who erase holes in math workbooks, 

Who can never find their shoes. 

And we pray for those 

Who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire, 

Who can't bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers, 

Who never "counted potatoes," 

Who are born in places we wouldn't be caught dead, 

Who never go to the circus, 

Who live in an X-rated world. 

We pray for children 

Who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions, 

Who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money. 

And we pray for those 

Who never get dessert, 

Who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, 

Who watch their parents watch them die, 

Who can't find any bread to steal, 

Who don't have any rooms to clean up, 

Whose pictures aren't on anybody's dresser, 

Whose monsters are real. 

We pray for children 

Who spend all their allowance before Tuesday, 

Who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, 

Who like ghost stories, 

Who shove dirty clothes under the bed and never rinse out the tub, 

Who get visits from the tooth fairy, 

Who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool, 

Who squirm in church or temple and scream in the phone, 

Whose tears we sometimes laugh at and whose smiles can make us cry. 

And we pray for those 

Whose nightmares come in the daytime, 

Who will eat anything, 

Who have never seen a dentist, 

Who aren't spoiled by anybody, 

Who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, 

Who live and move, but have no being. 

We pray for children who want to be carried and for those who must, 

For those we never give up on and for those who don't get a second chance. 

For those we smother ... and for those who will grab the hand of anybody kind 

enough to offer it. 
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ChildServ: In Connection

• Founded in Lake Bluff as The Methodist Deaconess 
Orphanage in 1894.  Today, in addition to caring for abused 
and neglected kids who come to ChildServ from all over 
northern Illinois, ChildServ helps families living in 
marginalized communities overcome the deleterious 
effects of chronic poverty, systemic prejudice and a 
pervasive culture of violence.  

• ChildServ provides relief in times of crisis, counseling and 
therapy for those in need of insight and healing, education 
and training for those in need of tools for living, and 
advocacy for those in need of a powerful voice.

• ChildServ is comprehensive, innovative and community-
based.  We aid clients in their own homes and at numerous 
facilities throughout Cook, DuPage and Lake Counties.  

• ChildServ values our long-history of collaborative service 
with the people and the agencies of The United Methodist 
Church.  ChildServ is affiliated with the Northern Illinois 
Conference and is a member agency of United Voices for 
Children and United Methodist Association of Health & 
Welfare Ministries. 
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ChildServ’s mission is to 
help at-risk children, 

youths and their families 
to build, to achieve and to 

sustain better lives.

ChildServ annually aids 
more than 3,100 needy 
and vulnerable kids and 

their families.



/ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ /ƭƛŜƴǘǎ

• Abused and neglected children in 
foster care, including those 
needing specialized care, and 
their foster and adoptive parents.

• Youths in group homes who 
struggle with behavioral and 
emotional issues that prevent 
them from living in traditional 
family settings.

• Youths in transitional living, who 
long to become independent 
adults after having spent years in 
foster care, but lack the life skills, 
experiences and networks 
necessary for them to succeed.

• Poor racial and ethnic minority 
families:
Grandparents who step in to raise their 
grandchildren, despite myriad and 
frequently serious obstacles and 
hardships, rather than consign their 
grandchildren to child welfare.
Immigrant families whose cultural and 
linguistic isolation too frequently allow 
solvable problems to fester and 
become crises.
Needy and vulnerable families 
struggling with daily life in 
marginalized communities, where 
affordable resources are lacking, where 
community decay and violence are all 
too common, where good 
opportunities , and hope, are 
frequently hard to come by.
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ChildServ's Programs: Populations & Communities Served

Austin/Lawndale/ 
Humboldt Park, 

Chicago

Greater 
Englewood/ 

Washington Park, 
Chicago (South)

Lake County Family 
Service Center, 

Waukegan

DuPage County --
Downers Grove, Lisle, 
Naperville, Wheaton

Foster Care & Adoption Programs Populations Served

Family Placement Services Abused/neglected children, birth/foster parents * * *

Project 90 Placement Services State wards (sexually active/aggressive) * *

Teen Mom Placement & Support Group State wards (pregnant/parenting) and their children * *

Licensing (Foster Care) State wards, prospective caregivers * * *

Wendy's Wonderful Kids (Adoption) State wards, adoptive families * * *

Residential Programs Populations Served

Group Homes
Adolescents (ages 13-17) addressing issues that 

prevent living in family settings
*

Transitional Living Facilities
State wards (ages 17.5 - 19) aging out of child 

welfare, preparing to live independently
*

Community Support Programs Populations Served

GrandFamily Support Program
Low-income grandparents raising their own 

grandchildren
* *

Armour Child & Family Services Individual and/or group therapy for ChildServ clients * *

Project Interweave Truants, their families and schools * *

Citizenship Classes
Lake County children and families seeking to become 

US citizens
*

Healthy Fit Program
Immigrant children and families seeking health 

resources
* *

Early Childhood Programs Populations Served

Family Child Care Homes
Low-income families seeking affordable, high-quality 

child Care.  Child care providers.
*

Home Instruction for Parents of Pre-
school Youngsters (HIPPY)

Parents of at-risk pre-schoolers (ages 4-5) * *

Parent Empowerment Program (PEP)
Parents/parents to be of at-risk infants and toddlers 

(pre-birth through age 3)
* * *



ChildServ Invites You and Your Congregation 
to Join With Us in 2011-нлмн ǘƻ άDǊƻǿ ! aƛǊŀŎƭŜέ ŦƻǊ 

Needy & Vulnerable Children and Their Families

ñTrue miracles are 

created by men 

when they use the 

courage and 

intelligence that 

God gave them.ò

Anon.

"When we do the 

best that we can, 

we never know 

what miracle is 

wrought in our life, 

or in the life of 

another. ñ

Helen Keller

ñIngenuity, plus courage, plus 

work, equals miracles.ò

The Rev. Robert Eugene Richards
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Perennials
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Children & Families Wish List

• Infant and toddler car seats

• Disposable diapers, wipes

• Baby lotion, powder & shampoo

• Bottles, pacifiers, diaper bags

• LƴŦŀƴǘΣ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊ ϧ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ

• Strollers

• Formula (powdered and pre-mixed)

• Cribs and mattresses, sheets, bumpers

• Twin bed frames and mattresses

• Twin size bedding, pillows

• Educational toys

• aǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ό9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
& Spanish)

• Arts and crafts supplies (Tempra paint, 
construction paper, child-sized paint 

brushes, finger paints, easel paper, 
crayons)

• Kitchen utensils

• CD Rom educational computer games

• School supplies

• Holiday supplies ςwrapping paper, 
tape,

• Scissors, batteries, new toys

• Retail Gift or Debit Cards (Target, 
WalMart, etc.) for clients in emergency 
situations

NOTE:  All donated items listed above must be new or in 
excellent condition.  Please clean/wash used items before 
donating.  Clothing must not have stains or holes.  Baby 
equipment must be cleaned and sanitized.

Contact Mike Adams via madams@childserv.org
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Group Homes Wish List

• Hygiene supplies (male & female) 
• African-American hair care products
• Twin bedding (sheets, comforters, etc.)
• Lamps, fans, alarm clocks, dressers
• Vacuum cleaners
• Microwaves, kitchen utensils, pots & 

pans
• Kitchen garbage cans with lids
• Bathroom rugs and shower curtains
• Snow blowers, snow shovels, lawn 

mowers
• Weed-wackers, hedge trimmers
• Shelving units for garages
• Locking file cabinets for offices
• Disposable cameras

• DVD players and DVDs (PG and PG-13 
only, please)

• Books for teens
• X-.ƻȄ ƎŀƳŜǎ όƴƻ άaŀǘǳǊŜέ ǊŀǘŜŘύ
• Bicycles, helmets, bike locks
• Multicultural artwork
• Arts and crafts supplies for teens
• Sleeping bags, tents & other camping 

equipment
• wŜǘŀƛƭ DƛŦǘ ϧ 5Ŝōƛǘ /ŀǊŘǎ όYƻƘƭΩǎΣ hƭŘ 

Navy, Target, etc., for birthday and 
graduation presents)

Contact Mike Adams via 
madams@childserv.org

9

mailto:madams@childserv.org


Parent Empowerment Bags

• Transition Bags
– Jumbo Crayons, Jumbo Pencils, Plastic Utility Boxes or pouches, Glue Sticks, Soft 

Grip Safety Scissors, Washable Markers, Composition Books or Notebooks, Age-
Appropriate Books, Simple Puzzles

• Welcome Bags
– Age-Appropriate Books, Nesting Toys, Soft Blocks, Cause and Effects, Stuffed 
!ƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ .ƻŀǊŘ .ƻƻƪǎΣ Cŀǘ /ǊŀȅƻƴǎΣ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ /5ΩǎΣ LƴŦŀƴǘ 
and Toddler Toys

• Diaper Bags
– Diaper Bags, Baby Blankets, Size 1 Diapers, Wipes, Stuffed Animals, Baby 

Bottles, Bibs, Newborn Layettes, Baby Socks

Complete bags or components are most welcome. Contact Mike Adams via madams@childserv.org
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Teen Mom Starter Kits

• Infant Care Kits
– Diaper Bag, Baby Blanket, Size 1 Diapers, Diaper Pail, Baby 

Wipes/Lotion/Powder/Shampoo, Pacifiers, Q-Tips, Baby Bottles, Bibs, 
Newborn Layettes, Baby Socks, Stuffed Animals, Gift Card to Babies R US

• Toddler Care Kits
– Toddler Sippie Cups, Pottie Chair, Age-Appropriate Books, Nesting Toys, Soft 

Blocks, Cause and Effects, Stuffed Animals, Board Books, Fat Crayons, Musical 
LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ /5ΩǎΣ LƴŦŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊ ¢ƻȅǎΣ DƛŦǘ /ŀǊŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ

Complete bags or components are most welcome. . Contact Mike Adams via madams@childserv.org
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If you prefer to raise and donate funds 
in place of making in-kind 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΧ

• Child Car Seats, $40

• New Infant Equipment (Crib, Stroller, High 
Chair, Car Seat), $300

• School Uniforms, $50 per uniform

Contact Mike Adams (madams@childserv.org or 1-773-239-8710) for more details.
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More Perennial Opportunities

• Help youths in care celebrate completing high 
school like their classmates.  $250 enables 
them to participate fully, actively and equally 
in senior prom and graduation.

• aƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōǳǎ ǇŀǎǎŜǎΧ ChildServ spends on 
average $75,000 each year on bus passes for 
children and youths in care.  Monthly cost per 
child is $85.

• Send a kid to summer camp!  $250 per child.

• School uniforms.  Many schools attended by 
children in care require them.  $50 per 
uniform.

• Transportation costs.  ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ Ϸнл ǇŜǊ 
week.

• Provide a day of respite for a foster parent  
working with a child in specialized foster care.  
One day of respite - $35.
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The Prayer Chain/Prayer Shawls

You can help ChildServ displace fear 
and isolation with hope and loving 
community. Will you work with us 
to forge the links of an effective 
prayer chain (or prayer chains) for 
those we serve? Will you minister 
to those we serve by providing 
prayer shawls for children, youths 
and adults who would know the 
power and the joy of prayer?  
Please contact Mike Adams              
1-773-239-8710 or via 
madams@childserv.org to explore 
this important mission opportunity.
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Annuals
Annuals
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Back2School Supplies Drive

According to a survey by the National Retail 
Federation, the average cost of buying school 
supplies in 2010 (not including electronics) 
was $96.39. For families in need, that can be a 
staggering amount.  Yet, sending a child to 
school without proper supplies invites 
potentially serious problems. 

ChildServ needs your help to ensure that all 
of our kids get off to a great start in school 
each fall τwith back-to-school supplies for 
nearly 400 elementary school-kids and for 
slightly more than 400 middle school and high 
school students.  Specific items needed are 
listed to the right.

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ά.ŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ  -- the 
earlier in the summer, the better.   School 
starts in some parts of Chicago in early 
August.  If your congregation can help collect 
individual items, collect and assemble whole 
backpacks, or fundraise to support the 
purchase of needed supplies, please contact  
Jennifer Collins at 1-773-867-7362 or via  
email at madams@childserv.org .

Elementary School Supplies

Bookbags/Backpacks

Scissors (rounded tip)

Colored construction paper

Colored pencils

Colored rolls of yarn

Notebooks

Crayons (jumbo non-toxic)

Erasers

Folders (2-pocket)

Glitter (multi-colored tubes)

DƭǳŜκDƭǳŜ {ǘƛŎƪǎ  ό9ƭƳŜǊΩǎ мΦнр ǎƛȊŜύ

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŘ  όуέ Ȅ рέ Ȅ нέύ

Markers (non-toxic packs) 

Middle School/                    
High School Supplies

Book-bags/Backpacks

Notebooks (3-ring spiral)

Note cards

Paper (loose leaf, wide, college-ruled)

Pencils (#2 with erasers)

Pens (black, blue, red)

Protractors

Rulers

Compass

Pencil Boxes 

Calculators

Calendars

Binders 
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Holiday Gift Drive

!ǘ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
Christmas.  Of course, our list is a bit 
longer than most τmore than 1,100 
children and youths this year!

Each year we invite congregations 
throughout Chicagoland to help 
brighten the holidays for those we 
serve by participating in our gift drive 
as part of their Advent and Christmas 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘέ 
approach, in which congregations can 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
wish lists. 

ChildServ invites you and your
congregation to join a very special 
group of faith communities who ensure 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǾŜǊ мΣмлл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ 
care receive gifts for the Christmas 
Season.  

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΧ

1. Assign someone to organize the gift-giving program at your church.

2. DetermineƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  
9ŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƎŜΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅΦ  LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
sent out to you in October.  We request at least two gifts per child. Please 
keep the amount you spend to no more than $40 total.  More specific 
directions will be sent out with the names later.

3. Set a collection date at your organization to gather & organize the 
donated gifts. 

4. Deliver the collected gifts to the drop off site (to be determined) on 
December 4th, 5th or 6th.  This deadline is firm, & your delivery is part of 
ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ǘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
needed.

5. Volunteer (individuals, families, youth groups, Scouts): a. Come to the 
delivery site December 5th-13th to wrap, sort, bag & tag etc. OR, b. 
Sponsor a Christmas party at a ChildServ site. Children will receive the 
gifts at the party. Gift certificates are needed for teens, emergency 
families, and children entering our care in December.

For more information, please call Bebe Bermudez at 773-867-7326.
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NEW in 2011-2012
/ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ άIŜŀǊǘǎ ϧ IŀƴŘǎέ 5ǊƛǾŜ

IŜŀǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  vǳƛƭǘǎΣ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘǎ 
sought for fundraising to benefit those in need.  

Calling all United Methodists in the Northern Illinois Conference 
(individuals and groups), who love to create with spun fiber, fabric, 
wood, clay, metal, glass, stone (or any other media), who believe faith 
inspires their creativity and who believe that their creativity bears 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΧ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмм-2012 to 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǎŜƭƭ ƻƴŜ-of-a-kind gift 
items in a variety of venues throughout the year.   Consequently, we 
collect items throughout the year.  If your congregation features a 
quilting, sewing or crafts group, or if you know of individual crafters or 
artisans with hearts for children and hands for service, please urge 
them to contact Mike Adams (madams@childserv.org or 1-773-239-
8710) for more information.
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Together in the Mission Field
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Prayer Breakfasts
• bƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΧ
tǊŀȅŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎΣ 
ƭŀǾƛǎƘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ  ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΧ 
wherever and whenever servant-leaders 
gather to praise God and to ask His 
blessing. Our clients, their families, their 
communities and our staff need and 
welcome your prayerful support.  

Please consider setting aside one 
morning each year to pray for all the 
people of ChildServ (foster parents, staff 
and volunteers as well as clients, their 
families and their communities).  ²ŜΩƭƭ 
joyfully supply a speaker to help provide 
focus and to join hands with your 
congregation in prayer.  

Please contact Mike Adams to schedule 
(madams@childserv.org or 1-773-239-8710).
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Mission Fairs

If your congregation hosts a 
mission fair during the year, 
please be sure to invite 
ChildServ  (Mike Adams, 
madams@childserv.org).  
We are eager to tell the 
stories of those we serve, 
to celebrate the great good 
that comes from local 
church-ChildServ 
collaboration, and to 
inspire even more service 
to those in need.

Looking for a special 
presentation, workshop, or 
a speaker?  Just ask.
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Mission Moments

Whether your purpose is to celebrate or 
to inspire, ChildServ representatives are 
available and eager to join you in 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
prayer, presence, gifts and service in 
mission to children, youths and families 
in need!  

To schedule a speaker for a mission 
moment, contact Mike Adams, 
madams@childserv.org or 1-773-239-
8710.  

Jan. Human Relations Day

National Mentoring Month

Feb. African-American History Month

Mar. ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ

Apr. One Great Hour of Sharing

National Child Abuse Prevention Month

Volunteer Appreciation Month

May National Foster Care Month

Foster Parent Appreciation

Month (in Illinois)

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ

Jun. Peace With Justice Sunday

National Family Month

CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ

Sept. National Hispanic Heritage Month

Nov. National Adoption Awareness Month

ΧŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ рth Sunday Appeal (United 
Voices for Children Sunday) throughout the year.
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Presentations and Educational 
Opportunities
/ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ 
suit your needs.  They can be presented as seminars, workshops or 
roundtables, and they can be adapted to suit almost any size audience or 
venue.  Topical expertise always begins with ChildServ staff, but ChildServ 
will find and recruit outside experts if you are looking for diverse 
perspectives.  Please contact Mike Adams, Director ςAdvocacy & Church 
Relations, for assistance (1-773-239-8710 or madams@childserv.org).

Interested In Current Issues?
ά/ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Everyone's .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ

Every day on average three children die in the US as a result of abuse or 
neglect, and a child abuse report is made in the US every ten seconds, 
amounting to more than three million child abuse reports annually.   
April is National Child Abuse Prevention month.    Learn what you need 
to know to help keep your child, or a child you care for, from becoming a 
statistic.

ά/ƘƛƭŘ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ ¢ƻŘŀȅέ

Not long ago, the State of Illinois was parent to more than 51,000 
children and youth in foster care.  Today, there are fewer than 16,000.  
Where they all went and who remains in foster care are fundamental to 
understanding the course and the challenges of child welfare today. 
Learn about the driving forces underlying this transformation, about the 
challenges ahead and about ways that mission and social justice teams 
can help children and youth in foster care to build, achieve and sustain 
better lives.

Let ChildServ help:
• shine a light on what it means to live 

with chronic poverty, to face race and 
ethnic prejudice and systemic racism 
every day, to grow up or to raise a 
family in a severely marginalized 
community; 

• introduce and explain about the tools 
available to us to help those 
struggling with poverty, prejudice and 
community violence, and;

• examine the need for BOTH charity 
and social justice to help change the 
world for the better.
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Program-Specific Mission 
Opportunities
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Foster Care and 
Adoption

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ άtƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŀƴέ

Phenomenal Woman is a series of monthly workshops 
όŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘύΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ά¢ŜŜƴ aƻƳέ 
program enhancement is designed to build community 
among teen moms,  to raise their self-esteem and to teach 
them key life skills (career development; home, money and 
time management; nutrition, self-health and more).  The 
program was piloted in FY10; launched in FY11.  It is 
underwritten in part by a grant from the Northern Illinois 
Conference.  To make this program even better we need your 
help to:

1. Recruit speakers, trainers and meeting facilitators from 
among members of your congregation and community.

2. Identify and develop educational outings.  Let us know 
about, and help us connect with, college or career 
opportunities our Teen Moms should explore.

3. Acquire gently used or refurbished laptops, software and 
computer training to help our teen moms at school and 
work.

Focus on Teen Mom Program

ά¢ŜŜƴ aƻƳǎέ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 
their own children while they 
themselves are still in foster care.  In 
FY10, ChildServ aided 22 teen moms, 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ-
side.

Their needs are many and significant, 
and most of those needs are met via 
established public-funded programs.  
One area not well-supported, 
however, is the teaching of life-skills, 
which are critically important, since 
most teen moms will likely be in foster 
care until they reach the age of 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅΦ    LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
skills before aging out of foster care to 
independent adulthood, they may 
never get another chance.
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Foster Care and 
Adoption 

WANTED: Foster & Adoptive Parents

ChildServ has an immediate need for more 
foster parents, especially in Lake County, DuPage County 

and in southern Cook, and we are always keen to connect 

prospective adoptive parents with kids in care.  Will you 
host and help promote an informational 
meeting for prospective foster or adoptive 
parents? ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΦΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ 
connect with members of your congregation and your 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ YƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΧ

Contact Millicent Collier , 1-773-693-0300 
mcollier@childserv.org
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ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
people need families to provide for 

their basic needs, teach them skills and 
encourage their development. Older 

people need families for support in the 
tough times - and as a group to 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
reason that child welfare professionals 
work so hard to connect foster youth 

with adoptive families when returning 
the children to their birth families is not 

an option. The professionals want to 
make certain that the child has all the 
necessary love, support and nurturing 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦέ

The Adoption Information Center of Illinois   Source: 
www.adoptinfo-il.org/oldchilneedfam
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Foster Care and 
Adoption

Why Mentoring?
Kids need adults in their lives; adults who are 
committed to model, to mentor and to share, to show 
kids what it takes to become productive, caring and 
capable, to encourage kids to aspire, and to help teach 
those kids what it takes to make dreams come true.

Who can be a mentor?
Any caring, capable adult, 21 or older, who can commit 
to met twice a month with a child for at least a year.

Who needs mentoring?
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
who live mostly on the south and west sides of Chicago 
and in group homes in DuPage County.

What do mentors do?
Mentors inspire trust and hope, and they build 
relationships by being there; to befriend, to 
encourage, to guide, to appreciate and to 
respect their mentees.

How do I get started?
Visit www.childserv.org for more information or 
to download an application.  Or, contact Mike 
Adams madams@childserv.org or 1-773-239-
8710.

Are you the mentor who will change a child’s 
life for the better?  Or do you know someone 
who would be a great mentor?
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Residential Care: Group 
Homes & Transitional 
Living

ChildServ operates group homes in 
Downers Grove, Lisle and Naperville 
and transitional living facilities in 
Wheaton.  The main difference 
between a group home and a 
transitional living facility is the 
focus of the youths in residence.  In 
group homes, youths (ages 12-18) 
are working on behavioral and 
emotional issues  (that get in the 
way of living in a family setting ) all 
the while, attending school, working 
part-time or participating in sports 
and clubs and other normal 
activities.  In transitional living, 
youths (17 ½ to 19) are preparing 
for emancipation ςǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
working toward becoming 
independent adults. 

Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΚ  
IƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ мс ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
battling to overcome the abuse or neglect that landed 
ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
family and social relationships kids normally rely on -- as 
you also try to finish high school, discover who you are 
and progress from teen to young adult.  And ςoh, by the 
way ςȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  Growing up is 
full of challenges.  Growing up in substitute care makes 
those challenges far tougher!

Your congregation can help make life a little easier, a 
little more joyful -- ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ άƘƻƳŜέ -- by 
άŀŘƻǇǘƛƴƎέ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻǊ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ άŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ How?  For some concrete suggestions, 
please continue to page 29.
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Residential Care: Group 
Homes & Transitional 
Living

{ƻ aŀƴȅ ²ŀȅǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀƴ IŜƭǇ Χ
• Extend an open invitation to worship, to youth events and to social 

activities in the church and then help with transportation (and any 
associated costs). 

• CŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ άaŀƪŜ ΨŜƳ {ƳƛƭŜέ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ.  Post 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜΣ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜΣ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ άIƛΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƭŜǘ 
folks choose throughout the year.  ChildServ will keep you up to speed on 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΥ

– Friday night pizza and a movie. 

– Birthday cake, card and gift.

– Tickets to Cougars, Bulls, Bears, Wolves, Blackhawks, Cubs and Sox!

– A membership at the Y.  $200 per youth per year.  A great gift!  Or 
help create an activities fee fund at each group home ($80 per 
youth per month).

– Helping a youth attend prom in style.  Help with the cost of a tux or 
a dress.   Or spring for a cap and gown for graduation, or celebrate 
with flowers and a gift. (Graduation expenses, $250)

• Help recruit volunteers for yard and home maintenance projects 
(painting, planting, clipping, raking , snow removal ςyou know what yards 
and homes need).   Help decorate for the holidays. 

– Help with purchasing kitchen and bath supplies, 

– Or help cover the cost of commercial yard service and snow 
removal.  $150 per month.

• Recruit volunteers who are passionate about subjects that might appeal 
to youths or be especially useful (cooking and nutrition 101, gardening 
for food, fun and profit, car maintenance 101, sewing, film appreciation --
the list is virtually endless).

For more information, contact Mike Adams, madams@childserv.org .

How about  taking on a really tough 
challenge?

LƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ 
ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ   bƻǿ 
imagine how tough it is to become an 
independent adult without one.  

CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
would certainly be most appreciated.  
But so too would practice time.  Can 
you help kids in care get over this 
critical hump in becoming 
independent adults?
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Residential Care: Group 
Homes & Transitional 
Living

Introducing College & Career Access Program 
(CCAP)

For many kids in care, the present and the past routinely trump the 
future, which means, of course, that their futures are neither planned 
ƴƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΧ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ 
consequences ςunemployment, homelessness, hunger and worse.   
CCAP (now entering its 4th year) inspires and enables them to dream, to 
question, to plan and to progress.  Within the past three years, 5 youths 
ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ 
DuPage.  How can you help inspire, guide and facilitate a grand future for 
a kid in care? 

1. Volunteers play a big role in CCAP.  You can help recruit mentors, 
speakers for career days, volunteers for career shadowing 
opportunities, and trainers (SAT/ACT prep, interviews skills job-
hunting, career development, etc).  

2. Help identify internship and part-time job opportunities for kids in 
care (especially during the summer months).

3. You can help arrange for a field trip to a college or university or 
technical training facility.  In addition to making a connection for an 
invitation and content, consider helping with transportation costs 
($200 for a bus) or with meal costs while on the road ($125).

4. Help create a library of career opportunities.  Or help us create a 
library of SAT/ACT prep materials (hard copy and on-line).

5. Help our kids celebrate their progress and achievements at the 
Annual Education Banquet ($2,500 for all).

Looking for a really BIG IDEA?

How about developing an initiative to 
supply every kid in a group home or a 
transitional living program with his or 
her own laptop, complete with a good 
core selection of software?

Or how about facilitating computer 
training that enables kids in care to 
create their own publication or even 
their own small business?
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GrandFamily Support

• ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭǎΧ
– Great support starts with a solid assessment of issues and 

opportunities.  Two hours of professional assessment and 
preliminary case plan -- $110.

– Great support continues with monthly support group meetings.  
Your donation of $60 will help provide food and program 
materials for one monthly meeting.

– Great support also requires a steady supply of volunteers: to help 
provide respite, to speak on important subjects at monthly 
meetings, to provide legal services, to provide local transportation 
and more.

• .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΧ
1. Affordable housing is the #1 challenge confronting grandfamilies 
ƻƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ-side and in the near-south suburbs.  Do you 
have experts in your congregation who might be able to find a way 
to help solve this problem in Chicagoland?

2. Home maintenance and weatherization are also key issues.  Poor 
maintenance can mean  unhealthy or unsafe situations in cramped 
quarters, and poor weatherization means high utility bills and the 
constant threat of shutoffs.  Do you have experts in your 
congregation who might be able to create a skilled trades volunteer 
service supported by donated materials from, say, a major 
hardware retailer?
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Grandfamilies are frequently born in 
crisis, when (as a result of some 
traumatic incident, grandchildren lose 
both parents or their only parent and) 
grandparents must choose either to 
raise their own grandchildren (despite 
myriad economic, legal, medical, 
housing and other obstacles) or to 
consign their grandchildren to child 
welfare. 

!ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ нслҌ 
grandfamilies are headed by single 
African-American grandmothers 
(average age, 62) whose incomes are 
frequently low and/or fixed (often less 
than $20,000 per year).  

Through a combination of crisis relief, 
counseling and therapy, education 
and training , and partnering and 
referral services, ChildServ helps 
grandparents and grandfamilies put 
crises behind them and build better 
lives, even in the face of so many 
challenges.



Child Care & Early 
Childhood Education

Parent Empowerment Program (PEP) 

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΣ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƪƛŘǎΧ

• Child Development Assessment.  Your gift of $50 
provides a professional assessment that ensures 
early detection of potentially serious 
developmental issues involving language, gross 
motor skills, fine motor skills, problem-solving and 
social development.  A professional assessment is 
recommended every 6 months.

• Supplies for monthly group activities.  Your 
donation of $80 provides a meal and program 
materials for moms, babies and toddlers.

• Speakers wanted!  Are members of your 
congregation expert (or at least passionate and 
experienced) in some aspect of child-raising: health 
and medical issues, nutrition, education, or 
something else?  And might they be willing to help 
teach young parents?  Please urge them to contact 
Mike Adams (madams@childserv,.org) .

PEP is a home-based prevention 
program designed to support at-risk 
families with children ages birth to 
three.  The program assists families in 
strengthening the parent-child bond, 
nurturing the physical and emotional 
development of their children, and 
learning how to parent more 
effectively.  Parenting classes cover 
early childhood development, family 
health and nutrition.  Each family 
receives home visits, utilizing the 
nationally recognized Parents as 
Teachers (PAT) curriculum that 
identifies stage-appropriate 
milestones and behaviors as a way to 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
development.  In 2010, 100% of kids 
ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ t9t ƳŜǘ ![[ 
developmental milestones!
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Child Care & Early 
Childhood Education
Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

Opportunities to help ensure an emphasis on education at home and a 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΧ

• The HIPPY curriculum is extensive, thoroughly tested and proven 
ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭΦ  Lǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 
helps ensure their children are ready to make a great start in school 
at age 5. Your gift of $85 provides a complete curriculum for a child 
for one month.  

• Supplies for monthly group activities.  Your donation of $80 provides 
a meal and all program materials for moms, dads and toddlers.

• Looking for more Big Ideas?  

Help fund a lending library!  ChildServ gives away nearly 1,500 books 
annually to HIPPY children and parents on the west and south-sides 
ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ /ƘƛƭŘ{ŜǊǾΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ Ϸо 
ǇŜǊ ōƻƻƪΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ϷрΣллл ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ 
lending library every year!

Help our HIPPY parents and their kids celebrate graduation from 
HIPPY and being ready to learn!  $3 provides a book, $10 provides a 
gift card, and $80 provides a celebratory meal for a monthly group.

Please contact Mike Adams at 1-773-239-8710 or madams@childserv.org for more 
details and options.
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HIPPY is an internationally 
recognized, home-based early 
intervention program that works 
with children at-risk of educational 
failure. With parents trained as their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ōȅ 
home visitors/family educators, 
HIPPY assists children in gaining 
cognitive, fine motor, and language 
skills, the parents in gaining their 
own set of teaching skills, and 
families in gaining overall self-
sufficiency. 

HIPPY directly addresses the primary 
goal of the NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 
ACT which is that all children will 
enter school ready to learn and that 
parents will have the materials and 
support they need to help their 
children learn at home.  By 
supporting parents, HIPPY increases 
the chances for children's success in 
school and in life. 
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HIPPY Update - June 2011

• Due to budget cuts, ChildServ will lose government funding after June 2011 for a 
very special program that has successfully served 130 at-risk kids yearly in some of 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ нн ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  

• Home Instruction for Parents of Pre-School Youngsters (HIPPY) was founded on the 
fact that children from poor and low-income families routinely lag behind their 
more affluent peers in cognitive development and in vocabulary.  HIPPY uses in-
home visits and group meetings and a thoroughly tested 30-week-long curriculum 
to empower the parents of these at-risk kids to help their kids prepare.  Routinely, 
100% of HIPPY kids test at or above grade level when starting school.  For many 
HIPPY families, HIPPY is their sole source of school readiness.  

• Cost per child is only $6.54 per day or $2,388 per year.  

• Please consider making a gift by mail (ChildServ, 8765 West Higgins Rd., Ste 450, 
Chicago 60631 Attn: Church Relations) or online (www.childserv.org).  ChildServ is 
committed to continue HIPPY in September 2011.  The only question is how many 
kids in need will benefit.

• For more information, please contact Mike Adams, Director of Advocacy & Church 
Relations, 773-239-8710 or madams@childserv.org.
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God help us to end poverty in our time.

The poverty of having a child with too little to eat and no place to sleep, no air, sunlight and space in which to breathe, bask, and grow.

The poverty of watching your child suffer and get sicker and sicker and not knowing what to do or how to get help because you don't have a car to 
get to the emergency room or health insurance.

The poverty of working your fingers to the bone every day taking care of somebody else's children and neglecting your own, and still not being 
able to pay your bills.

The poverty of having a job which does not let you afford a stable place to live and being terrified you'll become homeless and lose your children 
to foster care.

The poverty of losing your job and searching and searching and searching for another amidst an epidemic scarcity of work.

The poverty of working all your life caring for others and having to start all over again caring for the grandchildren you love.

The poverty of earning a college degree, having children, opening a day care center, and taking home $300 a week or even month if you're lucky.

The poverty of loneliness and isolation and alienation -- having no one to call or visit, tell you where to get help, assist you in getting it, or care if 
you're living or dead.

The poverty of having too much and sharing too little and having the burden of nothing to carry.

The poverty of convenient blindness and deafness and indifference to others, of emptiness and enslavement to things, drugs, power, money, 
violence, and fleeting fame.

The poverty of low aim and paltry purpose, weak will and tiny vision, big meetings and small action, loud talk and sullen grudging service.

The poverty of believing in nothing, standing for nothing, sharing nothing, sacrificing nothing, struggling for nothing.

The poverty of pride and ingratitude for God's gifts of life and children and family and freedom and country and earth and not wanting for others 
what you want for yourself.

The poverty of greed for more and more and more, ignoring, blaming, and exploiting the needy, and taking from the weak to please the strong.

The poverty of addiction to drink, to work, to self, to the status quo, and to injustice.

The poverty of fear which keeps you from doing the thing you think is right.

The poverty of despair and cynicism.

God help us end poverty in our time in all its faces and places, young and old, rural, urban, suburban and small town too, and in every color of 
humans You have made everywhere.

God help us to end poverty in our time in all its guises -- inside and out -- physical and spiritual, so that all our and Your children may live the lives 
that You intend in the richest nation on earth.

Excerpted from a Nov23, 2009 Posting by Marian Wright Edelman to www.huffingtonpost.com
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ChildServ helps at-risk children, youths and their families 
throughout Chicagoland to build, to achieve and to sustain 

better lives.
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