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Affiliations: ChildServ is a United Way agency affiliated with the United Methodist Church, registered with the Presbyterian Childrenôs Home 
and Related Ministries, and accredited by the Council on Accreditation. ChildServ is a member of the Alliance for Children and Families and 
the Child Welfare League of America.  

Since 1894, ChildServ has built better lives for more than 140,000 children. We 
are proud to build better lives for children and families in Cook, DuPage, Kane 
and Lake counties through our home-based programs as well as services 
provided at the following locations: 

  
ChildServ ð Chicago North, Administrative Office  
8765 W. Higgins, Suite 450 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(773) 693-0300 
 
ChildServ ð Chicago South 
3753 S. Cottage Grove Ave., 2nd Fl. 
Chicago, IL 60653 
(773) 239-8094 
 
ChildServ ð Chicago West 
2808 W. Chicago Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 867-7319 
 
ChildServ ð Elgin  
651 Lillie St. 
Elgin, IL 60120 
(773) 693-0300 
 
ChildServ ð Lake County  
2424 Washington St., Suite 210 
Waukegan, IL 60087 
(773) 867-7360 
 
ChildServ ð DuPage County, Administrative Office 
1260 Iroquois Drive, Suite 102 
Naperville, IL 60523 
(630) 778-7250 
 
Note: ChildServ operates group homes in Downers Grove, Lisle and Naperville. 
For our clientsô privacy and protection, those addresses are not listed. 
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ACHIEVING  
OUR POTENTIAL 

http://www.childserv.org/lake
http://www.childserv.org/residential


  ALL CHILDREN 
     DESERVE THE SAME    

    OPPORTUNITY TO REACH    

 THEIR FULL POTENTIAL 

Checklist for Building Better Lives! 

 MAKE A FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION 
 Contribute online - Make a secure online donation using your credit  
 card at www.childserv.org or mail a gift to ChildServ,  
 8765 W. Higgins Rd., Suite 450, Chicago, IL 60631. 
 

 GET YOUR EMPLOYER INVOLVED 
 Encourage your business or employer to give to ChildServ.  
 
 CREATE A FUTURE LEADERS SCHOLARSHIP  

 Create a scholarship for a year of early childhood learning services for a  
 child in our programs in the name of your family or business. One 
 year of programming costs $2,500 and can help a child living in 
 poverty start school ready to learn.  
 
 INCLUDE CHILDSERV IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS 

 Designate ChildServ as a beneficiary in your will or life insurance policy. 
 
 PURCHASE OUR A BETTER LIFE COFFEE COLLECTION 

 Love coffee? With each bag sold, 10% of the proceeds support our 
 programs, helping children and families to reach their potential  

 
 SPONSOR AN EVENT OR AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY 

 Support our clientsðeither through individual or corporate 
 sponsorshipðby hosting events and activities throughout the year.  
 
 MAKE AN IN-KIND GIFT 

 Donate new furniture, mattresses, diapers, baby and childrenôs clothing, 
 coats, pajamas, bath products and shower curtains. 

 
 TAKE A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN BUILDING BETTER LIVES 

 Join our Auxiliary Board, Board of Trustees or Presidentôs Council. 
 
 MENTOR A YOUTH  

 Provide support to a teen in our group homes or Emerge program 
 and help them achieve their personal, academic and professional goals.  
 
 BECOME A FOSTER PARENT 

 Open your heart and home to a child who has experienced trauma 
 and abuse.  

 
 CREATE A TEAM-BUILDING EXPERIENCE THAT HELPS KIDS AT RISK 

 Encourage your company to volunteer to beautify a home or lend their 
 business acumen to help our programs.  
 

For more information about how you can impact the lives of children, 
contact Zulma Colon, Director of Donor Relations, at (773) 867-7361 or 
zcolon@childserv.org. 

http://www.childserv.org
mailto:info@childserv.org


Leadership 

Board of Trustees 
John Gotschall, Chair 
Rodney D. Brown, Vice-Chair 
Nancy Duel, Secretary 
Stephen C. Mack, Treasurer 
 

Garvin G. Ambrose, Esq. 
Quenton Anderson 
Christopher L. Angelica 
Jonathan Q. Arnold 
Mat Belcher 
Donald Brackey 
Timothy Brennan 
Rev. Jacques Conway 
Edward Dunphy 
Christopher Engelman 
Manuel Flores 
Cristal Thomas Gary 
Andrew Goldberg 
Clayton Harris III 
Gregory W. Hummel 
James Kopecky 
Kristi Lafleur 
Eduardo Luz 
Rev. Myron McCoy 
Rebecca Novak 
Tina Pickell 
Mary Anna Planey 
Elliot Richardson 
Edward J. Riley, Jr. 
Cheryl Soderstrom 
Dave Sullivan 
Kimberly Walz 
Rev. Chris Winkler 
 

ChildServ Staff Ex Officio 

James C. Jones, President & CEO 
 

Ex Officio Members 

Bishop Sally Dyck 
    Northern Illinois Conference, UMC 
 

Senior Management Staff 
Dan Kotowski, President & CEO 
Jeri Laureano, Chief Operating Officer 
April Redzic, Vice President,  
    Resource Development 
Sonja Anthony, Vice President,     
    Performance & Quality Improvement 

 

Auxiliary Board 
Rahul Kalsi, Chair 

 
 

Lisa Alvine 
Taylor Anderson 
Greg Bales 
Trupti Brahmbhatt 
Kimberly Brisky 
Kesha Burch-Sims 
Pearson Burris 
SJ Chapman 
Ryan Croke 
Danielle     
    DôAlessandro 
John  
    DôAlessandro 
Kalen Daniels 
Maggie Dolehide 
Shawn Dorgan 
Courtney Eccles 
Chima Enyia 
Katie Fanella 
Emily Guglielmo 
Melissa Hampson 
Ronald Holmes 
Michael Houlihan 
Melody Huang 
Zach Hunsinger 
Jaclyn Kator 
Craig Key 
Alex Koglin 
Luke Kotowski 
Dan Kurczewski 
Alisha Leveston 
Imani Lewis 
Ashanti Madlock-  
    Henderson 

Brie Mazz 
Lara Mbayed 
Nicole Minzey 
Julie Mirostaw 
Katherine Morrison 
Mike Mullaney 
Mike Murray 
Joanna Obrochta 
Kendall Partridge 
Emma Petit 
Andrew Petrie 
Dana Popish 
Ryan Power 
Chrissy Pringle 
Annette Robinson 
Sid Sabharwal 
Bria Santiago 
Lyndsey Scarpati 
Brent Sears 
Scott Selinger 
Danielle Selvais 
Taylor Spontak 
Danielle Stanley 
Paul Streubling 
Hope Tackbary 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Michelle Ventura 
Anjana Vish 
Sukmeke Watkins 
Megan Wessels 
Jenny Wolfe 
Lailani Workman 
Erin Wymore 
David Yontz 

Presidentôs Council 

Peter Birnbaum 
Timothy Cavanagh 
Dan Johnson 
John Kelly 
 

Thomas L. Kilbride 
Dan McCarthy 
Larry Rodgers, Jr. 
AJ Wilhelmi 

Dear Friends,  
 
Vision. Progress. Gratitude. Three words that define another exciting year at 
ChildServ. 
 
As we reflect on a successful Fiscal Year 2018, we are grateful to you, our 
supporters and partners in mission to build better lives for children. Your generosity 
provides opportunity and safety for 2,501 kids and families throughout Cook, 
DuPage, Kane and Lake counties as they strive to reach their potential. 
 
After ChildServôs record-breaking 2017, we redoubled our efforts this past year, 
focusing on innovative ways to produce the best possible outcomes for our clients 
and ensure the agencyôs financial well-being. In doing so, we achieved three 
important goals: 
 

¶ 50-family expansion of our in-home early childhood education program in 
Kane and Lake counties; 

 

¶ A balanced budget for the first time in three years; and 
 

¶ 30% fundraising growth to build better lives for our children. 
 
These crucial milestones were made possible by your kindness and generosity, as 
well as the tremendous hard work and dedication of our Board of Trustees, senior 
leadership and team. 
 
While we recognize our accomplishments as significant, ChildServ will be even more 
bold, creative and strategic in 2019 as we work to become Chicagoôs premier  
human services agency.  
 
We will increase our impact by ensuring that more kids and families living in poverty  
reach developmental milestones and become ready to succeed in school. ChildServ 
will also remain committed to finding more safe, supportive homes for children in 
foster care and providing additional stable housing for teens and homeless young 
adults. 
 
ChildServ appreciates the support of our Board of Trustees, Auxiliary Board, 
community, corporate and faith partners, foster parents, volunteers and team, and 
invite you to join us in making 2019 our best year yet as we fulfill our mission to 
protect, heal and educate children and families who are at risk so they can build 
better lives. 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 
 

Dan Kotowski     John Gotschall 
President and CEO    Chair, Board of Trustees 



 

 

604 CHILDREN 

were ready to succeed in school due to 
our early childhood learning program, 
according to a national assessment tool. 

found permanent, loving homes through 
adoption, permanent guardianships and 
family reunifications. 

Reaching our Potential in 2018 

   Achieving Developmental Milestones 

99% 
of parents in our program established goals to 
help their child succeed in school. 

2,501 100% 
Children and familiesô  
lives made better. 

38 CHILDREN 

of our clients made  
progress on their personal  
and professional goals. 

   Loving, Supportive Homes 

100%
of children who returned home, placed with 
a guardian or adopted now live in a safe and 
stable, permanent home. 

Create a Legacy of  
Building Better Lives! 

Kingswood UMC, UMW 
Lemont UMC 
Libertyville UMC 
Marengo UMC 
Minooka UMC 
Morgan Park UMC, Chicago 
Morgan Park UMC, Chicago,  
    UMW 
Mt. Carroll UMC, UMW 
Northbrook UMC 
Northern IL Conference, UMC 
Our Redeemerôs UMC,  
    Schaumburg 
Pecatonia UMC 
Prince of Peace UMC, Elk  
    Grove Village 
Ravenswood Fellowship  
    UMC, Chicago 
Redeemer of Calvary/El  
    Redentor UMC, Chicago 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Riverside UMC, UMW 
Salem UMC, Barrington 
St. Andrew UMC, Homewood 
Thomson UMC 
Trinity UMC, Mt. Prospect 
Trinity UMC, Mt. Prospect,  
    UMW 
Trinity UMC, Wilmette 
United Methodist Foundation  
    of the Northern IL     
    Conference 

Wespath Benefits &  
    Investments 
Winfield Community UMC 
Zion UMC, Mendota 
Zion UMC, UMW 
 
Trusts and Estates 
Ellen B. Fox Fund 
Octavus N. Hutchinson  
    Charitable Trust 
 
Civic and Nonprofit  
Organizations 
Brown County United Way 
Communities That Care Inc.  
Downers Grove Junior  
    Womenôs Club 
Exchange Club 
Exchange Club of Grayslake 
Exchange Club of Naperville 
First NonProfit Foundation 
Illinois VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
Naperville Evening Kiwanis    
    Club 
Naperville Jaycees 
Play It Forward Kids 
Sheilah A. Doyle Foundation 
United Way of Greater  
    Philadelphia & Southern  
    New Jersey 
 
 

United Way of Metropolitan  
    Chicago 
YWCA of Lake Forest 
 
Public Agencies and  
Organizations 
Chicago Public Schools 
City of Naperville 
Cook County Justice Advisory  
    Council 
DuPage County Community  
    Development Block Grant 
DuPage County Human  
    Services Grant Fund 
Illinois Department of   
    Children and Family  
    Services 
Illinois Department of Human 
    Services 
Illinois State Board of  
    Education 
Illinois State Board of  
    Education Equipment  
    Grants 
Maternal Infant and Early  
    Childhood Home Visiting    
    Program (MIECHV) 
Naperville Community  
    Development Block Grant 
U.S. Department of Housing    
    and Urban Development  
 

By naming ChildServ as a beneficiary in your 
estate, trust or will, you can make a lasting 
impact in the lives of our children and families 
and help them reach their potential.  
 

To make ChildServ a full or partial beneficiary 
of your estate, trust or will, contact your 
attorney.  

For IRA, 401(K), annuity or life insurance policy legacies, request a beneficiary 
designation form from your plan administrator.  
 

Our legal name is ChildServ, and tax identification number is  
36-2171716.  
 

For more information, contact April Redzic, VP of Resource Development, at 
aredzic@childserv.org or (773) 867-7350. 


